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ETHICAL ISSUES IN 
CORRECTIONAL HEALTH 
CARE
By John G. Mills, DO, MPH

PRISONERS ARE GUARANTEED HEALTH 
CARE UNDER THE EIGHT AND 
FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS TO THE  U.S.
CONSTITUTION

THERE ARE SIX ETHICAL PRINCIPLES IN 
THE PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE TO 
PRISONERS

1.  RESPECT FOR PERSONS

AUTONOMY AND SELF DETERMINATION

2. BENEFICENCE

DOING GOOD

3.  NONMALEFICENSE

AVOIDING HARM
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4.  JUSTICE

FAIRNESS AND EQUITABILITY

5.  VERACITY

TELLING THE TRUTH

6.  FIDELITY

REMAINING FAITHFUL TO ONE’S COMMITMENT

BODY CAVITY SEARCHES

ASSISTING IN EXECUTIONS THE RIGHT TO REFUSE CARE
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THE RIGHT OF INFORMED CONSENT HIPAA

RESTORING COMPETENCY FOR 
EXECUTION

LOCO PARENTIS

PATIENT VERSUS INMATE BOUNDARIES
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PAIN MANAGEMENT END OF LIFE CARE

QUESTIONS


